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 But I am afraid that as the serpent deceived Eve by his cunning, your 
thoughts will be led astray from a sincere and pure devotion to Christ.   
~ I Corinthians 11:3 

 I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him 
who called you in the grace of Christ and are turning to 
a different gospel—  not that there is another one, but 
there are some who trouble you and want to distort the 
gospel of Christ. But even if we or an angel from heaven 
should preach to you a gospel contrary to the one we 
preached to you, let him be accursed.  ~ Galatians 1:6-8 

HOW’S YOUR FOUNDATION? 
When I read through the New Testament I notice an incredible number 
of references to false teachings and false teachers. They’re mentioned all 
over the place.  Correctly understanding who God is, what He promises 
and what He has done for us is of supreme importance.  It matters what 
we believe and what we think about God.  Messed-up thinking leads to 
messed-up living.  When we fall prey to distorted images of God, the 
ways we think, feel, act, and believe are twisted as well.  Build on a 
crooked foundation and your structure will inevitably go askew.   

The most dangerous of the distortions of God and of the good news are 
those that teach that we are all basically good and that we can somehow 
make ourselves acceptable to God.  There are many variations of the 
theme, but they all come down to one basic lie: if we will just act, think 
or believe a certain way then we’ll be loved and blessed by our Creator.  
It’s the erroneous notion that we have it within ourselves to close the 
chasm that exists between the one true holy God and our sinful, broken 
and lost selves.  If we will just try a little harder, be more moral and 



loving, have more faith, etc., then all will be well between us and our 
God. 
There’s only one problem with that logic.  It doesn’t work.  We don’t we 
have it within us to do it.  As Martin Luther says in the Small 
Catechism:  “I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in 
Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to him….”  If it’s up to us to solve our sin 
problem then we don’t stand a chance. 

But, with God all things are possible.  The good news that sets us free is 
not at all about what we do.  It’s completely about what God has 
already done for us in Jesus.  The gift that saves us is not a ―to do‖ list 
from heaven for us to work our way down and thereby earn our 
acceptance by God.  It seems too good to be true but the Gospel is the 
gracious and glorious announcement that right now you and I are made 
holy, righteous and good -- as a gift.  God has taken our sinful selves 
and nailed them to the cross of Jesus.  He has taken the perfect life of 
Jesus and He has given it to us.  We have been put to death and raised 
to new life.  On the cross Jesus took the punishment for our utter failure 
to be good, trusting and loving.  In the waters of baptism we were given 
the robe of righteousness. Jesus takes the wrap for our messed-up lives 
and we are given credit for the holy life He lived. 

This is the rock-solid foundation of the Gospel that sets us free and 
allows us to know joy and meaning, even when our world is falling 
down all around us.  This is why we stay close to God’s Word, God’s 
people, God’s Sacraments, and all of God’s other gifts—so that we may 
be grounded in the good news of who we are and whose we are.  Taste 
and see that the Lord is good – very good indeed! 

         ~Pastor Tom 
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Stewardship Materials  
If you were not here last month for Stewardship 
Sunday, members of Holy Cross are asked to 
turn in their Giving Plan card and their Time & 
Abilities sheet as soon as they can. (Ushers have 
additional cards and sheets at church.)    

Vital Statistics of the Congregation through October 23rd:   

October Offerings:  $15,408 Needed Per Month:  $ 22,161 

Percentage of Offerings Received vs. Budgeted Amount: 69.5% 

Average Weekly Attendance: This Year = 196,  Last Year = 208 

Church Council Highlights - From October 11 

•Treasurer John Gerold reports money will be borrowed from the 
kitchen fund and from non-designated funds up to $7,000.00 in order to 
pay salaries in October.  

 Pastor Wright reported that worship attendance is down 6% since 
last year.  That percentage equals approximately 12 people. Also, the 
nominating committee should start looking for new nominees. Three 
people are vacating church council positions with two ineligible for 
return to council this coming term. 

 Pastor Martinson reported that the LCMC conference Oct. 2-6 went 
well. Also, the Youth Ministry Team has come up with a set of 
expectations for youth at Holy Cross events.   

 Pastor King reported that Sola attended the LCMC conference and a 
NALC conference in Iowa. The lectionary calendar is complete. Inserts 
will be ready for Advent. The Lord’s Prayer confirmation book is being 
used at the Saturday service and adult forum.  

 Administration & Personnel: Brian will look into details of a possible 
spring clean-up auction. Twelve teens went to the first Wednesday 
Night Breakfast Club, and a record of 16 kids at the next!  The plan is to 
serve dinner, watch movies and have questions after. 

 Property & Grounds: The water softener has been fixed. The repairs 
were long overdue. Also, a church our size should have Automated 
External Defibrillator (AED). A special offering will be considered.  

 Education & Youth: Youth 4 Him is going well. There are a lot of 7th 
graders attending. Confirmation has started with Pastors Tom and Pete 
rotating weeks. They may also rotate during the Youth 4Him hour on 
Sunday mornings when available. 

 Evangelism & Social Concerns: The Institute for Lutheran Theology 
is offering a multi-week ―How God Grows Churches‖ class Sunday 
evenings. The class is being led by Pastor Fred Baltz and is broadcast 
over the Internet. Contact Connie Klemz for access codes to see taped 
classes. The first evening went well with six people in attendance.   

 Fellowship & Activities: The council will look at hosting a breakfast 
or dinner for Love Inc. 

 Stewardship & Offering:  Jill continues to need more help in order to 
keep up with newsletter, financial secretary, bulletin duties, etc. Some 
volunteers were gathered to help. 

 Worship & Music:  Looking at raising the budget for music next year.  
The current budget only allows for about two choir songs to be 
purchased per year. 

 A copy of the full council minutes is always available to view on the 
congregational bulletin board in the church’s main hallway. 

 The next council meeting is Sunday, November 13, 2011 at 11:45 am.   



Electronic Giving Available at Holy Cross 
A simple and convenient way to give 

This fall, consider signing up for electronic giving. Holy Cross 
relies on the financial support of the congregation and 
electronic giving offers a free and easy way to give on a 
recurring basis. Fill out an application in the church office. 
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$ “Adopt-A-Bill” from Holy Cross $ 
The Adopt-A-Bill Program at Holy Cross is a special way 
you can help out.  On a bulletin board in the narthex are 
cards with descriptions of several of the church’s current 
bills awaiting payment.  You are invited to ―adopt‖ these 
bills on behalf of the church.  All gifts are appreciated 
and welcomed.  Thank you for helping to support the 

day-to-day operation of the congregation!  

Holy Cross Endowment Fund 
The Holy Cross Endowment Fund is for those who 
would like to make a contribution that will generate 
interest income for years into the future! The purpose of 
the Endowment Fund is to enhance the ministry in 
specific areas, including: Music, Education, Youth, 
Outreach, and Seminary support. You can make a 
donation to the Endowment Fund in the church office. 

Holy Cross is Online 
Check out our NEW website at : 

www.holycrossmaplelake.com 
 *Please let the church office know of 

any suggestions for the new website.  

For those interested in 
learning more about LCMC, 
feel free to check out their 
website at : 

www.lcmc.net 

Faith and Fellowship Groups at Holy Cross 

Weekly Quilter’s Group 
The Quilters Group meets every Monday at 
1pm in the Fellowship Hall.  We have a Bible 

Study on the first Monday of the month, and 

dedicate the rest of our time to quilting.  If you 

are interested in participating, contact Alice Schupp for more 

details:  320-963-3326. 
 

Evening Quilting & Fellowship Night 
The evening quilting group has changed its meeting 

night to the second Tuesday of the month from 7-

9pm at church.  The next gathering is November 
8th.  This group helps sew quilt tops, which are then 

finished by the daytime quilters.  Some quilts are 

given away and some are sold with proceeds of quilt 

sales going to the youth fund for camp scholarships, coferences 

and mission trips, and other projects at Holy Cross.  Your help is 
greatly needed and you will be warmly welcomed! Come and 

meet new friends while working on a worthy project! Kits can be 

made up for you to work on at home also. Any questions call Ella 

Arneson (320-558-9280) or LoAnn Martinson (320-274-6046). 

Monthly Book & Brunch Club  
Monday, November 21st. We meet on the 3rd 
Monday of each month at 11:30 am at Madigan’s 

in Maple Lake. November’s book is “Rainwater” by 

Sandra Brown. There will be no meeting in 

December. Hope to see some new faces! Call Judy 

at 320-963-3665. 

Mom’s in Touch Prayer Group  
Moms In Touch International (MITI) is a Christ-

centered interdenominational prayer ministry which 

encourages mothers and grandmothers to come 

together regularly to pray for children, teachers and 

schools. They meet once a week on Thursdays at 
1:30 pm at Holy Cross in the fellowship Hall.  

Interested? Call Wendy 320-963-6119.   

Wednesday Whittlers 
The Wednesday Whittlers is a small group of men 

doing odd jobs around church on the 1st & 3rd 
Wednesdays at 9am. If interested, contact Dave 

Sehlin at 763-682-6336.  We could use your talents!  



Fall Adult Forum/Saturday Sermon Series: 

“The Lord’s Prayer” 
Pastor King is leading a Sola Publishing bible 
study each week through December 4th on 
the meaning of The Lord’s Prayer. We’ll 
explore that the prayer taught by Jesus shows 
the nature of our own Christian Life.   

Please join us during the Saturday evening 5:00 pm service 
or the Sunday morning Education Hour: 9:15-10:15 am. 

 

Fall Evening Bible Study at Holy Cross 

 Please join us at 7:00 pm each Thursday evening.  

What does it really mean to be a 

Lutheran? Pastor Steve continues to lead a 

Reading and Discussion Study from the Book 
of Concord on:  

“The Smalcald Articles” 

The Treatise on the Power and Primacy of the Pope 

“As for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly 
believed, knowing from whom you learned it.” (2 Timothy 3:14) 

If you’d like to catch up on this study, contact Pastor King. 
*The last session will be on Thursday, December 8th. 
(There will be no study on Thanksgiving, November 24th.) 

Faithful Memories to Treasure… 
Holy Cross is looking for talented 
individuals who love to scrapbook.  We 
have tons of great pictures organized 

from throughout the years that we’d love 
to see in an album. If you are interested 

in taking some photos to put onto a page for Holy Cross, or 
if you have your own church photos to donate, please 
contact Jill at 963-3536. We would love to add your 
personal touches to our church album! 

*If you purchase Creative Memories items through Laurie 
Risbrudt, You may choose to have Holy Cross credited.  We are 
very close to getting our free hostess gift. Thanks! 

 

Any Sr. High Student (Grades 10-12) interested 

in being part of the Holy Cross Breakfast Club, 

stop by Wednesday nights from 7:00 to 8:30 pm 

for food, drink, and a good movie with 

discussion.  If you're wondering what church has to do with some 80's 

flick - come check it out! The movie tells the story, all we have to 

do is sit back, open our eyes and look for the answer.  Your friends 

are welcome so invite them all!  If you have any questions, call Brian 

at 763-300-9951. See you there!  We had a record number of teens 

come last month, and we’d love to see that continue! 

NEW!  Parent’s Night Out!  
“First Fridays” has gone through some major 
changes and is now called “Parents Night 
Out!” The first event will be on Friday, 
November 18th from 6-8:30 pm. In addition 
to being fun for the kids, this quarterly 
event is an opportunity for free childcare, 
allowing parents the night out without 
needing to hire a babysitter.    
*for kids potty trained through 6th grade. Members and 
non-members are welcome!  Bring your friends! 
**The church is looking for adult and teen helpers. 
Contact the church office if you are willing.  Please 
consider this opportunity to help the church.  Thanks! 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Cookbooks for Sale – makes a great gift! 
Holy Cross Cookbooks are for sale for 
$10 in the narthex, with recipes 
submitted by our members. Write 
checks out to Holy Cross Women. The 
pastors said they would make 
themselves available to taste-test any 
recipes at any time! 



Holy Cross Youth Connection 

CONFIRMATION NEWS 
 In class we’ll conclude our study of the 

Old Testament with a test on Nov. 2nd.   

-We’ll begin an overview of the New 

Testament Nov. 9th - Dec. 14th.   

-No Confirmation on Nov. 23rd - students and 

their families are encouraged to attend the 

Thanksgiving Service at St. Timothy Church. 

 -We’ll take a break for the holidays on Dec. 15th and 

resume classes on Jan. 4th.   

-YOUTH 4Him  

 All teens in grades 7 through 12 
 Invite your Friends for the FUN 
 Meets every Sunday at 9:15 am 
 Games, Food, Bible Discussions  

YOUTH NEWS for ALL AGES 
 2nd Annual HOLY FAITH! Teen Serve Mission Trip 

information meeting to be held Wednesday Nov. 16th, 7pm at 

Faith in Silver Creek.   

-The trip is open for 9th-12th graders.   

-Dan Schewe will go through preliminary info regarding the 

Teen Serve mission trip to Waterloo, IA in June 2012.  He 

will cover costs, fund raisers, chaperones, etc.   

-Teen Serve requires 1 adult for every 5 students who 

attend, so we need to provide at least 1 adult from Holy 

Cross.  Chaperones trips are paid for through fund raising.   

 There will be no Sunday School on Nov. 27th, 

but there will be an intergenerational forum led 

by Pastor Pete during Education Hour for families 

to attend.  Youth 4Him will meet that day. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Brochures & 
Registration 

forms are on the 
table in the 
narthex or 

online on the 
Holy Cross 

Events page. 

Sign-up deadline 
is Nov. 6. 

Contact Pastor 
Pete if you have 

questions.  

 

 

 

 
 
 

Leader:  PASTOR KARL KRUSE from Prayer 
Watch International, a Lutheran ministry 

that has been presenting prayer conferences 
world-wide for more than 25 years. 

Cost:  $20 a person; $35 married couples. 
 

at 



November is World Hunger Month 
During the month of November, additional offering envelopes 
will be provided on the ushers cart for those who would like to 
donate a special gift to help fight world hunger. 

*Daylight savings end Nov. 6th. Turn your clocks back. 

All Saints’ Sunday  November 6th  
On November 6th, You are invited to wear white as we observe 
All Saints' Sunday, remembering the life and example of those 
who have gone before us in faith.  As part of the prayers that 
week, we would like to include the names of those who have 
died in the past year.  *If you have a friend or relative whose 
name you would like to have included, please call 320-963-3536 
or email to holyc@lakedalelink.net. 

• Cemetery Service of Remembrance - 11:30 am, Nov 6th 
   (Maple Lake Community Cemetery north of the church) 

• Prayer Service for Joshua Guimond – 7:00 pm, Nov 10th 
   (Thursday in the church Sanctuary, *note time & date change)  

International Day of Prayer for the 

Persecuted Church – November 13th 
This is a day of intercession to highlight persecuted Christians 
worldwide; a time set apart for us to remember thousands of our 
brothers and sisters around the world who suffer persecution. 
Pastor Karl Kruse from Prayer Watch International will be our 
guest preacher on Sat. & Sun.  He will discuss prayer in our lives.  
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Remember to pick up an empty shoe box in 
the narthex and a brochure of items which 
you can purchase. Once you have filled the 
box, return it to church by November 13th.  
(Monetary donations are also welcome to help 
with shipping costs.) Shoe boxes collected at 

Holy Cross will be given to children in need this Christmas.   

Holy Cross would like to give a big thanks to Sue Klassen for promoting 
the collection of items for Operation Christmas Child through 
Samaritan’s Purse. Also, thank you to the congregation for their gifts. 

FUNERAL PLANNING SEMINAR AT HOLY CROSS 
Watch for information in the mail about ―Planning 
Made Easier,‖ a one-hour funeral planning seminar at 
Holy Cross led by Pastor Pete and Brian & Dana 
Dingmann from Dingmann Funeral Care on Monday, 
November 14th. This teaching event is offered at both 
10:00-11:00 am and 5:30-6:30 pm that day. 
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Thanksgiving Eve Ecumenical Service 
Wednesday, November 23rd, 7:00 pm 

at the Church of St. Timothy, Maple Lake 
Sponsored by Bethlehem UCC, Holy Cross & St. Timothy 

The churches of Maple Lake will be joining 
together for a special Community 
Thanksgiving Service on the night before 
Thanksgiving. You are asked to bring a non-
perishable food item for the local Food Shelf. 
If anyone is willing to bring a pie to share at 
the Pie Social after the service, please do so. 

Advent Decorating Party  
The Advent season begins on November 27th.  
Put yourself in a Christmas mood early and come 
help ―deck the halls‖ at our annual Advent 
Decorating Party, on Saturday, November 26th, 
at 1:00 pm.   Let’s all "spruce up" the church for 
the holiday season!  Sign up at the table in the narthex.  
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Welcome to our New Members! 
Holy Cross has two new member families! Ken & 

Darlene Isaacson and Gary & Wendy Lankki were officially 
received into the congregation of Holy Cross on October 9, 2011. 

The Isaacsons live in Annandale and enjoy Sugar Lake, and they 
winter in Arizona. They’ve been married for 45 years! 

The Lankkis have four adult children and eight grandchildren. 
Gary is a fan of Twins baseball, rides tractor, and loves gardening, 
along with his wife. Wendy can spin wool into yarn for knitting, 
and also loves reading. 


