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From Pastor Tom:   

                   A Real Workout 

“Train yourself in godliness, for, while physical 
training is of some value, godliness is valuable in 
every way, holding promise for both the present life 
and the life to come.”  I Timothy 4:8 

The good news of the Christian faith is that you and I have been made 
right with God (saved, rescued, forgiven) as an absolutely free and 
unconditional gift through Jesus’ death and resurrection for us.  

As those who are now God’s holy ones (literally His saints) we are 
invited to daily nurture our faith relationship with the Lord.  How do 
we do this?  By putting ourselves in those places where God’s Word can 
do its work on us: in worship, in Bible reading, in prayer, in 
conversation with fellow believers.  Let’s all make it a priority to get in 
shape this fall as we are washed in and fed by God’s mighty Word. 

 

I believe the fall of 2011 is going to be a joyful and faith-strengthening 
time for all of the people of Holy Cross.  Here’s a Top Ten list of good 
things happening over the next few months. 

1.  On Sunday, September 4th we’ll have one festive combined service 

at 9:30 am due to the Labor Day weekend.  We’ll have the Saturday 
service at 5:00 pm on Sept. 3. 

2.  Our fall worship schedule begins on September 10th and 11th with 
services on Saturdays at 5:00 pm and on Sundays at 8:00 and 10:30 am. 



3.  Sunday School begins on September 11th with our Rally Day 
celebration.  Since it’s the 10th anniversary of 9/11/01 we’ll pause to 
remember those who lost their lives on that tragic day in our nation’s 
history. 

4.  Pastor Steve kicks off his new Saturday night worship (5:00 pm) and 
Sunday morning (9:15 am) forum series on The Lord’s Prayer 
(beginning Sept. 10th and 11th). 

5.  On Wednesday, September 14th we’ll have the 7th-9th grade 
confirmation orientation. 

6.  To fulfill one of the promises moms and dads make at their 
children’s baptism, Bibles will be presented to our 3 year olds during 
worship at both services on September 18th. 

7. Twelve of our young people will celebrate the affirmation of their 
baptism (confirmation) on Sunday, September 18th at 10:30 am. 

8.  An orientation for Prospective Members will be held Sunday, 
October 2nd from 9:15-10:15 am.  If you’re considering joining Holy 
Cross I invite you to attend.  New members will join October 9th at 
10:30 am. 

9.  The 11th Annual national gathering of the LCMC will be held in Des 
Moines October 2nd-5th.  Your three pastors and a few other Holy 
Cross members will attend. 

10.  Our excellent choir will resume leading us in worship on 
September 11th.   

         ~Pastor Tom 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Thinking About Joining Holy Cross? 

New Member Info Meeting 
Meet Pastor Tom in the narthex at 9:30 

am on Sunday October 2nd for 
information on becoming a member of 
Holy Cross. 

New Member Reception  
We will be receiving another group of new 
members on October 9th at the 9:30 am 
service. Please let Pastors Pete or Tom 
know if you would like to be included. 

There will be a New Member Orientation and Potluck 
following the reception, for those who will be joining that 
weekend. Please come to welcome our new members! 

THANK YOU…  A check for $500 was sent from a special offering at 

Holy Cross to Augustana Lutheran Church in Minot, ND.   That 
congregation, which Pastor Pete served from 1985 to 1993, has suffered 
major damage from flooding this summer.  We received this thank you 
from Augustana’s current pastor: 

 Brothers and Sisters at Holy Cross Lutheran, 

    Thank you for your kind gift, your thoughts and your prayers.  

Please continue to hold all along the river in your prayers. 

  Blessings, 

Pastor Michon Weingartner, Augustana Lutheran Church 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 Church Council Highlights 

From the August meeting: 
• Treasurer John Gerold reports H.C. is “in the green” financially.  

 Pastor Wright reported that the three pastors are beginning a 
staggered text format which will save the pastors time in sermon prep.    
• All three pastors are attending the LCMC Annual Gathering in Iowa 
this October. 
• Pastor Wright is now 50% at Abounding Joy, so he is receiving 100% 
compensation between Abounding Joy and Holy Cross.   

 Pastor King reported that Sola Publishing is doing well, but very 
busy; sales are ahead of what they anticipated for this time.  Word 
Alone is proposing that Pastor King be moved to 100% time for Sola.  

 Pastor Pete led discussion regarding the upcoming Sunday school 
program. Teachers are still needed.  

 The Country Music Festival Pork Chop Dinner netted $1031.62.  
These proceeds will go towards the purchase of a projection unit. 

 Council President Mark Job indicated that staff health care benefit 
plan choices are being researched and reviewed. 

 The pastor ministry responsibilities need to be updated.  Council will 
discuss how to best educate our congregation once this takes place. 

 A copy of the full council minutes is always available for your 
viewing on the congregational bulletin board in the church’s main 
hallway. 
• The next council meeting is Sunday, September 11, 2011 at 11:45 am.   

Vital Statistics:  ($18,492 offerings for 5 Sundays in July, 83.4%)  

August Offerings:  $16,720 Needed Per Month:  $ 22,161 

Percentage of Offerings Received vs. Budgeted Amount: 75.4% 

Average Weekly Attendance: This Year = 190,  Last Year = 204 



Electronic Giving Available at Holy Cross 
A simple and convenient way to give 

This fall, consider signing up for electronic giving. Holy Cross 
relies on the financial support of the congregation and 
electronic giving offers a free and easy way to give on a 
recurring basis. Fill out an application in the church office. 
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$ “Adopt-A-Bill” from Holy Cross $ 
The Adopt-A-Bill Program at Holy Cross is a special way 
you can help out.  On a bulletin board in the narthex are 
cards with descriptions of several of the church’s current 
bills awaiting payment.  You are invited to “adopt” these 
bills on behalf of the church.  All gifts are appreciated 
and welcomed.  Thank you for helping to support the 

day-to-day operation of the congregation!  

Holy Cross Endowment Fund 
The Holy Cross Endowment Fund is for those who 
would like to make a contribution that will generate 
interest income for years into the future! The purpose of 
the Endowment Fund is to enhance the ministry in 
specific areas, including: Music, Education, Youth, 
Outreach, and Seminary support. You can make a 
donation to the Endowment Fund in the church office. 

Holy Cross is Online 
Check out our NEW website at: 

www.holycrossmaplelake.com 
 *Please let the church office know of 

any suggestions for the new website.  

For those interested in 
learning more about LCMC, 
feel free to check out their 
website at: 

www.lcmc.net 

RALLY SUNDAY INFORMATION: 

Our Regular Worship Schedule 

Resumes on September 11th 

5:00 pm - Saturday Evening Worship 

8:00 & 10:30 am - Sunday Morning Worship 

(education Hour – Sundays: 9:15-10:15) 

First Day Of Sunday School Sept. 11th 
Classes will be held for children 3 years old through 
High School.  Invite your neighbors to bring their kids 
too!  We will be using Sola Publishing’s “Sunday 
Schoolhouse” curriculum, created by Pastor King. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL REGISTRATION 
Rally Sunday, September 11th, 9:00 am 

Parents, please come at 9:00 a.m. on Rally Sunday to 
register your children for Sunday School.  Remember, Holy 
Cross' Sunday School is open to children of members and 
non-members alike — invite your neighbors and their kids! 

Registration: $ 15 per child  (max $ 30 per family) 

Don't Miss the Rally Program: 
At the 10:30 am service on that day, the Sunday School children 
will present an original action-play designed by Pastor King.   

 We will also have the installation of Sunday School teachers. 

Fall Adult Forum/Saturday Sermon Series: 

Beginning Sept. 10th & 11th, Pastor King 
will be leading a ten week study on The 
Lord’s Prayer.  Please join us for the 
Saturday 5 pm service and the Sunday 
Morning Education Hour: 9:15-10:15 am. 

 



Faith and Fellowship Groups at Holy Cross: 

Weekly Quilter’s Group 
The Quilters Group meets every Monday at 1pm in the 
Fellowship Hall.  We have a Bible Study on the first 
Monday of the month, and dedicate the rest of our time 
to quilting.  If you are interested in participating, 
contact Alice Schupp for more details:  963-3326. 

 

Monthly Book & Brunch Club 
Monday, September 19th.  We meet on the 3rd Monday 
of each month at 11:30 am (*note time change) at Irish 
Blessings in Maple Lake. We’ll have coffee while we 
discuss our book of the month. This month, we’ll discuss 
the book “Until They Bring the Streetcars Back” by Stanley West.  
October’s book will be “Cutting for Stone” by Abraham Verghese. 
Hope to see some new faces!  Any questions, call Judy at 963-3665. 

Wednesday Whittlers 
The Wednesday Whittlers is a small group of men doing 
odd jobs around church on the 1st & 3rd Wednesdays at 

9am. If interested, contact Dave Sehlin at 763-682-6336.  We 
could use your talents!  

Join the Choir!  
The first Choir rehearsal at Holy Cross was on 
August 31st. There will be another rehearsal on 
September 7th at 7pm, and then the first 
performance will be on September 11th.  Please come 
if you’d like to be involved in this fun and productive 
singing group.  We will be glad to have you!  Contact 
Rolf Mohwinkel for more info:  763-682-1956. 

Evening Quilting/Craft Fellowship Night 
The Evening Quilt-A-Thon group has made some changes and is 

expanding to include anyone who would like to come and 
bring something they are working on: knitting, crochet, or 
any other projects.  You may even just come to learn a new 
craft... no experience necessary.  The group will meet the 
fourth Tuesday of every month September-May from 7-

9pm at church in the fellowship hall.  The next gathering will be 
September 27th.  Please come and be part of the fun!  Questions?  Call 
LoAnn at 274-6046 or Ella at (320) 558-9280. 

Mom’s in Touch Prayer Group in Maple Lake 
Sending a child off to school can be scary.   

Sure moms joke about back-to-school being 
“the most wonderful time of the year,” but 
that doesn’t mean it’s not also anxiety 
provoking. Will the teacher like my child? 
Who will be the new classmates? Will they 
be good influences -- or bad?  Will my child 
struggle to make friends, or deal with bullies 

or endure teasing? And, most of all, will my child be safe? 

What moms around the world have discovered is that back-to-school 
anxiety and fear can be replaced with peace and hope, and JOY. 

Moms In Touch International (MITI) is a Christ-centered 
interdenominational prayer ministry which encourages mothers and 
grandmothers to come together regularly to pray for children, teachers 
and schools.  

There is a group starting in the Maple Lake area.  They will meet once a 
week; the schedule and place are to be determined.  If you are 
interested, please call Wendy at 320-963-6119.   
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Do you wish . . . 
-  that you knew God better and had more of His help in                                                 

your life? 
-  that your faith made more of a difference every day? 

-  that praying was easier and more natural for you? 

Plan to be part of Holy Cross’s PRAYER CONFERENCE. 
 When:  Friday evening - Saturday afternoon, NOV. 11TH – 12TH 
 Theme:  “LORD, TEACH US TO PRAY.”  We will focus on basics of 
praying.  The only requirement is a desire to grow as a Christian. 
 Leader:  PASTOR KARL KRUSE from Prayer Watch International, a 
Lutheran ministry that has been presenting prayer conferences 
world-wide for more than 25 years. 
 Cost:  $20 for individual; $35 for a married couple.   

WHAT CAN I DO RIGHT NOW? 
1. Pray for the planning of the conference. 
2. Mark your calendar and plan to attend. 
3. Invite friends to attend.  (We will be inviting 

area churches to be part of the conference.) 
4. Contribute to the additional costs of sponsoring this event. 
5. Contact Pastor Pete if you are interested or have questions. 

 Join Us! 



HOLY CROSS PRAYER PAGE 

“Persevere in prayer.”  - Romans 12:12c 

“To pray is nothing more involved than to 
let Jesus into our needs.”  
~Ole Hallesby 

Current Prayer Needs in the Congregation: 

1.   Practical wisdom and love for students for Sunday 
School teachers, Youth 4Him leaders, Confirmation leaders 
and Adult Forum teacher 

2.   Joy in worship and an attitude of loving service for Holy 
Cross members. 

3.   Planning for the prayer conference at Holy Cross November 
11th – 12th.  

4.  Wisdom and long-term vision for staff and Church Council 
members. 

5.   Resources for people dealing with flooding, earthquakes, and 
bad weather. 

6.  The Fernandez family who live in La Paz, Bolivia and serve 
throughout Latin America through the World Mission Prayer 
League. 

7.   Dan & Nancy Rusch as they get established in a new ministry 
in the southern US. 

8.  The twelve young adults from the congregation that will be 
confirmed on September 18th. 
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Fall Evening Bible Study at Holy Cross 

Beginning October 6th, Pastor King will be leading a bible 
study from the Book of Concord on:  

“The Smalcald arTicleS” 
The Smalcald Articles are a summary of 
Lutheran doctrine, written by Martin 
Luther in 1537 for a meeting of the 
Schmalkaldic League in preparation for an 
intended ecumenical Council of the 
Church. 

Please join us at 7:00 pm each Thursday evening at 7 pm. 

THE STORY OF QUILTS AT HOLY CROSS 

For many years, Holy Cross has had a faithful group of 
women who have been making quilts.   In recent years, an 
evening group has been getting together, mainly to sew quilt 
tops, which are then finished by the daytime quilters.   

What is the story of these quilts?   After the 
quilts are finished, some are given away to worthy 
causes and some are sold at the fall bazaar or the 
Country Music Festival in July. 

What happens with the money that is raised from the sale 
of these quilts?   Contributions have been made to Holy 
Cross for special projects, and especially for scholarships for 
graduating seniors, camperships for kids going to camp and 
to the Youth fund for youth gatherings and mission trips. 

More help is greatly needed with 
making quilts at Holy Cross! 

How can you help?  

1.   Come to daytime quilting on most 
Monday afternoons at 1 pm at Holy 
Cross.  The first Monday of the month, 
there is a Bible study and the rest of the month is quilting.    
Check out the calendar in the newsletter or contact Alice 
Schupp (963-3326). 

2.   Come to the evening quilting group.   That meets once a 
month on the last Tuesday of the month from 7-9 pm at 
church in the fellowship hall.   Contact Ella Arneson (320-
558-9280) or LoAnn Martinson (274-6046) for details. 

3.   You can sew at home.  Any help you can give is greatly 
appreciated, and kits for a quilt top can be available to pick 
up and take home to sew whenever you have the time. 

Give this some prayerful consideration if you are able to 
help.  Thanks so much! 
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Holy Cross is also looking for individuals 
who love to scrapbook.  We have tons of 
great pictures from throughout the years 

that we’d love to see in an album.  If you are 
interested in taking some photos home to 

put onto a page for Holy Cross, please contact Jill at 963-3536. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lutheranism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martin_Luther
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martin_Luther
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Schmalkaldic_League


Holy Cross Youth Connection 

Junior & Senior High Parents and Youth 

Information Meeting Sept. 14th at 7pm 
All students grades 7th-12th and their parents are 
invited and encouraged to attend this information 
meeting in the Fellowship Hall.  We will share plans 
for Confirmation classes and youth ministry events 
for both junior and senior high for the coming year.  

CONFIRMATION NEWS 
 10th Grade Families:  Confirmation Sunday is September 

18th at the 10:30 service. (Students: Plan to be at church by 10:10)   

 The Confirmation Rehearsal & Banquet will be on Saturday, 

September 17th at 6:00 pm. 

 9th Grade Families:  As in past years, you will be asked to 

help serve the Confirmation Banquet on September 17th.  

 First Confirmation class is on Wed. Sept. 21st at 7:00 pm. 

YOUTH NEWS 

 Tenth Avenue North concert at Calvary Community Church in 

St. Cloud: Thursday, September 15th.  Doors open at 6pm, 

concert starts at 7. Tickets are $20 and available at 

www.spirit929.com.  ?’s - call Kim Kaiser at 763-257-4321. 

 Annual “Amazing gRace” event for 7th grade and up will be 

Sunday, October 16th.  Watch for details.  There is a new twist 

to this year’s event; you won’t want to miss this! 

 Changes are coming to “First Fridays” and planning is 

underway.  If you’d like to help in any way or have new ideas, 

contact the church office.  Watch for more fun details to come! 

-YOUTH 4HIM  
 Starts September 18th – SNACK PARTY!

        For Teens, Grade 7 and above 
 Invite your Friends 

     Meets every Sunday at 9:15 am 
o Games, Food, Bible Discussion 

MARIE SANDVIK CENTER... WAYS WE CAN HELP 

Last month, the Holy Cross Mission Team introduced you to the 
Marie Sandvik Center, a ministry in inner city Minneapolis that 
ministers to poor and homeless families and children in a variety 
of ways.    

They have Kid's Club, Women's Programs, Bible studies and 
Praise and Worship services at various times throughout the 
week.    

They offer hot meals each evening, collect and give out Bibles, 
housewares, food, hygiene kits, and gifts at Christmastime to 
children, teens and adults. This mission truly lives out their 
mission statement of "Bringing God's Love to the Inner City." 

How can we help?     There are many ways we could 

help this ministry, but we are going to start by collecting items 
for hygiene kits and baby layettes. 

Hygiene Kits: 
*  Toothpaste                                    *  Bath Towels 
*  Toothbrushes                               *  Washcloths 
*   Bar soap                                       *  Small shampoo 
*   Combs                                          *   Hairbrushes 
*   Deodorant                                   *  Plastic disposable razors 
 
Baby Layette Items:  
*   New or slightly used baby t-shirts 
*   New or slightly used baby sleepers 
*   Baby socks 
*   Baby quilts 
*   Receiving blankets 
*   Small stuffed animals 

Please bring items to share and place them in the large box in the 
church narthex from Sunday, September 4th through Sunday, 
September 25th. There will be a list by the box also that you can 
take with you when you go shopping.   If you have questions, 
please call LoAnn Martinson at 274-6046.   

Thank you in advance for what the Lord will lead you to 
give to this ministry! 


